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THE ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS 
OF THE CHILD IN THE INTERNATIONAL MECHANISM 

FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The article is devoted to the role of the 
Committee on the Rights of the Child in the 
international mechanism for the protection of 
human rights. It is noted that the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child is endowed with the following 
powers: consideration of periodic reports of the 
participating states on the measures taken by them 
to implement the provisions of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child; consideration of 
notifi cations from one participating state to another 
about the latter’s violation of the provisions of the 
Convention; consideration of reports of natural 
persons about violations of their rights enshrined 
in the Convention by the participating state; 
application of the investigation procedure on one’s 
own initiative upon receiving reliable information 
about serious and systematic violations of the rights 
enshrined in the Convention by the state party.

It is noted that the Committee on the Rights of 
the Child is one of the elements of the international 
mechanism for the protection of human rights, and it 
is emphasized that its role is important in protecting 
the rights of children - citizens of Ukraine, who were 
deported by Russia from the territories temporarily 
occupied by Russia, as well as the rights of children 
- citizens of Ukraine, who are in the territories of 
Ukraine temporarily occupied by Russia.

It is noted that with the consent of Russia, 
the Committee could conduct investigations on its 
territory and the territories of Ukraine temporarily 
occupied by Russia, but Russia does not grant such 
permission, which creates obstacles in the effective 
work of the Committee. In 2022, the Committee 
issued a statement demanding that Russia cease 
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hostilities and fulfi ll its obligations to protect 
children from physical and psychological violence.

Ukraine also cooperates with the Committee on 
the issue of measures taken by Ukraine to protect 
the rights of children in the territories temporarily 
occupied by Russia, internally displaced children, 
and children of Roma nationality. The Committee’s 
attention is also focused on the introduction of child-
friendly justice in Ukraine, an effective mechanism 
for realizing the right of children to education, 
including children with special educational 
needs, the effectiveness of the functioning of the 
Commissioner of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 
for Human Rights, the state’s provision of resources 
for the sustainable functioning of his Offi ce during 
the full-scale invasion of Russia on the territory of 
Ukraine.

The relevant activities of the Committee on 
the Rights of the Child are included in its biennial 
report to the General Assembly in the form of a 
summary of the facts.
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protection mechanism, Committee on the Rights 
of the Child, education, right to education, 
children with special educational needs, temporary 
occupation, protection of children’s rights.

Formulation of the problem
Russia’s full-scale invasion of the territory 

of Ukraine led to a systematic mass violation by 
Russia of the rights of children who lived on 
the territory of Ukraine. Part of the territories 
of Ukraine are temporarily occupied by Russia, 
Russia exercises temporary illegal effective 
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control over part of the territories of Ukraine [1; 
2], illegally moving children who are citizens of 
Ukraine to the territory of Russia, prohibiting 
the study of the Ukrainian language, not 
ensuring other rights of the child.

This state of affairs causes serious concern 
of the international community. More and 
more appeals are coming to the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child regarding Russia’s 
failure to fulfi ll its international obligations.

State of problem research
In legal science, the issues of international 

protection of human rights were studied in the 
works of L. Deshko, O. Vasylchenko, Yu. Bysaga 
and other scientists [3-13]. But the activities 
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 
taking into account such a circumstance as the 
full-scale invasion of Russia into the territory of 
Ukraine, were not comprehensively analyzed 
by scientists.

The purpose of this article is to characterize 
the role of the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child in protecting the rights of children who 
are citizens of Ukraine.

Presenting main material
The Committee on the Rights of the Child 

was established in 1991. The basis for its 
creation was the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child dated November 20, 1989 [14].

The Committee on the Rights of the Child 
is empowered to consider the periodic reports 
of the participating states on the measures 
taken by them to implement the provisions of 
the Convention; consideration of notifi cations 
from one participating state to another about 
the latter’s violation of the provisions of the 
Convention; consideration of reports of natural 
persons about violations of their rights enshrined 
in the Convention by the participating state; 
application of the investigation procedure on 
one’s own initiative upon receiving reliable 
information about serious and systematic 
violations of the rights enshrined in the 
Convention by the state party. With the consent 
of the participating state, such an investigation 
can be conducted on its territory.

On March 11, 2022, the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child made a statement regarding 

the observance of the rights of children who 
are citizens of Ukraine. It states that «The 
Committee on the Rights of the Child is a UN 
institution established to review the progress 
made by States parties to the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child in fulfi lling their 
obligations under this Convention, and 
demands from the Russian Federation the 
cessation of hostilities and fulfi lling their 
obligations to protect children from physical 
and psychological violence» [16]. «Ukrainian 
children suffer and are injured. They are 
killed and wounded, separated from their 
parents. Their houses fall, their education is 
interrupted. We know about attacks on schools, 
orphanages and hospitals. The everyday life 
and routine of these children was completely 
shattered. As a result of the military attack on 
Ukraine, children are subjected to extreme 
violence, are unbearably afraid and worried,» 
the statement reads [16].

But the Russian Federation does not grant 
permission for the Committee’s investigation. 
Every day, more and more children suffer 
from violations of their rights guaranteed by 
the Convention.

Notifi cation of natural persons about 
the violation of their rights enshrined in 
the Convention by a participating state is 
considered in accordance with Art. 5-11 of the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child regarding the notifi cation 
procedure dated November 20, 2014 [15].

Such notifi cations may be submitted by 
persons or groups of persons, or on behalf of 
such persons or groups of persons, who claim 
that they are victims of a violation by a State 
Party of any of the rights provided for in any of 
the above treaties to which that State is a party- 
participant: Convention; Optional Protocol to 
the Convention on Traffi cking in Children, 
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography; c) 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Participation of Children in Armed Confl icts.

Having deemed the communication 
acceptable for consideration, the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child shall, as soon as 
possible, bring it to the attention of the State 
Party concerned in a confi dential manner. In 
turn, that state shall submit, as soon as possible 
within 6 months, to the Committee on the 
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Rights of the Child written explanations or 
statements containing clarifi cations on this 
issue and on the remedies, if any, that it could 
provide.

In its turn, the Committee on the Rights 
of the Child examines the reports received in 
closed meetings in the shortest possible time in 
the light of all the documentation provided to 
it, provided that this documentation has been 
sent to the relevant parties. In cases where the 
Committee on the Rights of the Child makes 
a request for interim measures, it expedites 
consideration of the report. After considering 
the communication, the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child shall promptly send its 
considerations on the communication, together 
with its recommendations, if any, to the parties 
concerned.

The investigation procedure on one’s own 
initiative upon receiving reliable information 
about serious and systematic violations of 
the rights enshrined in the Convention or its 
optional protocols by a participating state is 
carried out in accordance with Art. 13-14 of 
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child regarding the notifi cation 
procedure dated November 20, 2014.

Taking into account any observations that 
may be submitted by the State Party concerned, 
as well as any other reliable information available 
to it, the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
may appoint one or more of its members 
to conduct an investigation and report to it 
urgently. In cases where it is justifi ed and with 
the consent of the State Party, the investigation 
may include a visit to its territory. Such an 
investigation is conducted confi dentially, and 
State Party assistance is sought at all stages of 
the process.

After examining the results of such an 
investigation, the Committee on the Rights 
of the Child shall promptly transmit those 
results to the State Party concerned, together 
with any comments and recommendations. In 
turn, the relevant participating state submits its 
observations to the Committee on the Rights of 
the Child as soon as possible within six months 
from the moment of receiving the results, 
comments and recommendations.

Upon completion of such an investigative 
process, the Committee on the Rights of the 

Child may, after consultation with the State 
party concerned, decide to include a summary 
of the results of that process in its report. In 
addition, after the expiration of the six-month 
period, he may propose to this state: to inform 
him about the measures taken or planned to be 
taken in response to the investigation; provide, 
as the case may be, additional information 
about any action it has taken in response to the 
investigation.

In 2022, the Government of Ukraine had 
the opportunity to answer the questions of 
the members of the UN Committee regarding 
the implementation of the Convention and 
overcoming systemic problems in the fi eld of 
ensuring children’s rights in Ukraine [17].

The main issues of interest to the 
Committee concerned the measures taken by 
Ukraine to protect the rights of children in 
the temporarily occupied territories, children 
of internally displaced persons, children of 
Roma nationality, and special attention was 
paid to the issue of implementing child-
friendly justice [17]. The Committee positively 
noted Ukraine’s initiative to create Barnahus 
centers, which currently exist in Vinnytsia 
Oblast, Mykolaiv and Ternopil, and members 
of the Committee emphasized the need for the 
systematic development of Barnahus centers 
and the creation in them of opportunities for 
children who suffered as a result of war actions, 
assistance and services for rehabilitation, and 
the Committee expressed a special hope for the 
consolidation of the operation of «Barnachus» 
centers at the level of law [17].

On August 30, 2022, for the fi rst time in 10 
years, Ukraine reported to the UN Committee 
on the Rights of the Child in Geneva on the 
implementation of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. 34 Ukrainian and international 
non-governmental organizations prepared 
additional information (Supplementary 
Report) to the «Alternative Report on Ukraine’s 
Compliance with the Provisions of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child for the 
period from 2011 to 2020», submitted in 2020 
[18]. The Annex to the Alternative Report 
consists of the following sections: killing and 
mutilation of children; recruitment and use of 
children; humanitarian help; imprisonment; 
abduction of children; education; evacuation; 
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unaccompanied children; attempts to deprive 
children of citizenship; deinstitutionalization; 
children with disabilities; special issues related 
to Roma children [18].

Conclusions
The Committee on the Rights of the Child 

is one of the elements of the international 
mechanism for the protection of children’s 
rights. The relevant activities of the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child are included in its 
biennial report to the General Assembly in the 
form of a summary of the facts.
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РОЛЬ КОМІТЕТУ З ПРАВ ДИТИНИ 
У МІЖНАРОДНОМУ МЕХАНІЗМІ 
ЗАХИСТУ ПРАВ ЛЮДИНИ

Статтю присвячено ролі Комітету з прав 
дитини у міжнародному механізмі захисту 
прав людини. Зазначається, що Комітет із 
прав дитини наділений такими повнова-
женнями: розгляд періодичних доповідей 
держав-учасниць про вжиті ними заходи 
по реалізації положень Конвенції про пра-
ва дитини; розгляд повідомлень однієї дер-
жави-учасниці щодо іншої про порушення 
останньою положень Конвенції; розгляд 
повідомлень фізичних осіб про порушення 
державою-учасницею їх прав, що закріплені 
у Конвенції; застосування процедури розслі-
дування за власною ініціативою при отри-
манні достовірної інформації про серйозні і 
систематичні порушення державою-учасни-
цею прав закріплених у Конвенції. 
Зазначається, що Комітет з прав дитини 

є одним з елементів міжнародного механіз-

му захисту прав людини та підкреслюється, 
що його роль є важливою в захисті прав ді-
тей – громадян України, які були вивезені 
росією з тимчасово окупованих нею терито-
рій, а також прав дітей – громадян України, 
які перебувають на тимчасово окупованих 
росією територіях України.
Зазначається, що за згодою росії Комі-

тет міг би проводити розслідування на її 
території та тимчасово окупованих росією 
територіях України, але росія такого дозво-
лу не надає, чим створює перепони в ефек-
тивній роботі Комітету. У 2022 році Комітет 
звернувся із заявою, у якій вимагає від ро-
сії припинити воєнні дії та виконувати свої 
зобов’язання щодо захисту дітей від фізич-
ного і психологічного насильства.
Також Україна співпрацює з Комітетом з 

питання вжитих Україною заходів щодо за-
хисту прав дітей на тимчасово окупованих 
росією територіях, дітей внутрішньо пере-
міщених осіб, дітей ромської національності. 
Також увага Комітету зосереджена на впро-
вадженні в Україні юстиції, дружньої до ди-
тини, ефективного механізму реалізації пра-
ва дітей на освіту, у тому числі – дітей з осо-
бливими освітніми потребами, ефективності 
функціонування Уповноваженого Верховної 
Ради України з прав людини, надання дер-
жавою ресурсів для сталого функціонування 
його Офісу в період повномасштабного втор-
гнення росії на територію України.
Відповідна діяльність Комітету із прав 

дитини включається до його доповіді Ге-
неральній Асамблеї, що подається раз на 2 
роки, у вигляді короткого викладу фактів.
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