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The article s devoted to the role of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child in the
international mechanism for the protection of
human rights. It is noted that the Committee on the
Rughts of the Child is endowed with the following
powers: consideration of periodic reports of the
participating states on the measures taken by them
to implement the provisions of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child; consideration of
notifications from one participating state to another
about the latter’s violation of the provisions of the
Convention; consideration of reports of natural
persons about violations of their rights enshrined
in the Convention by the participating state;
application of the investigation procedure on one’s
own itiative upon recewving reliable information
about serious and systematic violations of the rights
enshrined in the Convention by the state party.

1t is noted that the Committee on the Rights of
the Child is one of the elements of the international
mechanism for the protection of human rights, and it
is emphasized that its role is important in protecting
the rights of children - citizens of Ukraine, who were
deported by Russia from the territories temporarily
occupied by Russia, as well as the rights of children
- citizens of Ukraine, who are in the territories of
Ukraine temporarily occupied by Russia.

It is noted that with the consent of Russia,
the Committee could conduct investigations on its
territory and the territories of Ukraine temporarily
occupied by Russia, but Russia does not grant such
permission, which creates obstacles in the effective
work of the Committee. In 2022, the Committee
issued a statement demanding that Russia cease

hostilities and  fulfill its obligations to protect
children from physical and psychological violence.

Ukraine also cooperates with the Committee on
the issue of measures taken by Ukraine to protect
the rights of children in the territories temporarily
occupied by Russia, internally displaced children,
and children of Roma nationality. The Committee’s
attention 1s also focused on the introduction of child-
[friendly justice in Ukraine, an effective mechanism
for realizing the right of children to education,
ncluding ~ children  with  special — educational
needs, the effectiveness of the functioning of the
Commissioner of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
for Human Rights, the state’s provision of resources
for the sustainable functioning of his Office during
the full-scale invasion of Russia on the territory of
Ukraine.

The relevant activities of the Committee on
the Rights of the Child are included in its biennial
report to the General Assembly in the form of a
summary of the facts.
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Formulation of the problem
Russia’s full-scale invasion of the territory
of Ukraine led to a systematic mass violation by
Russia of the rights of children who lived on
the territory of Ukraine. Part of the territories
of Ukraine are temporarily occupied by Russia,
Russia exercises temporary illegal effective




Slyusarenko Y.A. - The role of the committee on the rights of the child...

control over part of the territories of Ukraine [1;
2], illegally moving children who are citizens of
Ukraine to the territory of Russia, prohibiting
the study of the Ukrainian language, not
ensuring other rights of the child.

This state of affairs causes serious concern
of the international community. More and
more appeals are coming to the Committee
on the Rights of the Child regarding Russia’s
failure to fulfill its international obligations.

State of problem research

In legal science, the issues of international
protection of human rights were studied in the
works of L. Deshko, O. Vasylchenko, Yu. Bysaga
and other scientists [3-13]. But the activities
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
taking into account such a circumstance as the
full-scale invasion of Russia into the territory of
Ukraine, were not comprehensively analyzed
by scientists.

The purpose of this article is to characterize
the role of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child in protecting the rights of children who
are citizens of Ukraine.

Presenting main material

The Committee on the Rights of the Child
was established in 1991. The basis for its
creation was the Convention on the Rights of
the Child dated November 20, 1989 [14].

The Committee on the Rights of the Child
is empowered to consider the periodic reports
of the participating states on the measures
taken by them to implement the provisions of
the Convention; consideration of notifications
from one participating state to another about
the latter’s violation of the provisions of the
Convention; consideration of reports of natural
persons about violations of their rights enshrined
in the Convention by the participating state;
application of the investigation procedure on
one’s own Initiative upon receiving reliable
information about serious and systematic
violations of the rights enshrined in the
Convention by the state party. With the consent
of the participating state, such an investigation
can be conducted on its territory.

On March 11, 2022, the Committee on the
Rights of the Child made a statement regarding

the observance of the rights of children who
are citizens of Ukraine. It states that «The
Committee on the Rights of the Child is a UN
institution established to review the progress
made by States parties to the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child in fulfilling their
obligations under this Convention, and
demands from the Russian Federation the
cessation of hostilities and fulfilling their
obligations to protect children from physical
and psychological violence» [16]. «Ukrainian
children suffer and are injured. They are
killed and wounded, separated from their
parents. Their houses fall, their education is
interrupted. We know about attacks on schools,
orphanages and hospitals. The everyday life
and routine of these children was completely
shattered. As a result of the military attack on
Ukraine, children are subjected to extreme
violence, are unbearably afraid and worried,»
the statement reads [16].

But the Russian Federation does not grant
permission for the Committee’s investigation.
Every day, more and more children suffer
from violations of their rights guaranteed by
the Convention.

Notification of mnatural persons about
the violation of their rights enshrined in
the Convention by a participating state is
considered in accordance with Art. 5-11 of the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child regarding the notification
procedure dated November 20, 2014 [15].

Such notifications may be submitted by
persons or groups of persons, or on behalf of
such persons or groups of persons, who claim
that they are victims of a violation by a State
Party of any of the rights provided for in any of
the above treaties to which that State is a party-
participant: Convention; Optional Protocol to
the Convention on Trafficking in Children,
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography; c)
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Participation of Children in Armed Conflicts.

Having deemed the communication
acceptable for consideration, the Committee
on the Rights of the Child shall, as soon as
possible, bring it to the attention of the State
Party concerned in a confidential manner. In
turn, that state shall submit, as soon as possible
within 6 months, to the Committee on the
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Rights of the Child written explanations or
statements containing clarifications on this
issue and on the remedies, if any, that it could
provide.

In its turn, the Committee on the Rights
of the Child examines the reports received in
closed meetings in the shortest possible time in
the light of all the documentation provided to
it, provided that this documentation has been
sent to the relevant parties. In cases where the
Committee on the Rights of the Child makes
a request for interim measures, it expedites
consideration of the report. After considering
the communication, the Committee on the
Rights of the Child shall promptly send its
considerations on the communication, together
with its recommendations, if any, to the parties
concerned.

The investigation procedure on one’s own
initiative upon receiving reliable information
about serious and systematic violations of
the rights enshrined in the Convention or its
optional protocols by a participating state is
carried out in accordance with Art. 13-14 of
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child regarding the notification
procedure dated November 20, 2014.

Taking into account any observations that
may be submitted by the State Party concerned,
aswellas any other reliable information available
to it, the Committee on the Rights of the Child
may appoint one or more of its members
to conduct an investigation and report to it
urgently. In cases where it is justified and with
the consent of the State Party, the investigation
may include a visit to its territory. Such an
investigation is conducted confidentially, and
State Party assistance is sought at all stages of
the process.

After examining the results of such an
investigation, the Committee on the Rights
of the Child shall promptly transmit those
results to the State Party concerned, together
with any comments and recommendations. In
turn, the relevant participating state submits its
observations to the Committee on the Rights of
the Child as soon as possible within six months
from the moment of receiving the results,
comments and recommendations.

Upon completion of such an investigative
process, the Committee on the Rights of the
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Child may, after consultation with the State
party concerned, decide to include a summary
of the results of that process in its report. In
addition, after the expiration of the six-month
period, he may propose to this state: to inform
him about the measures taken or planned to be
taken in response to the investigation; provide,
as the case may be, additional information
about any action it has taken in response to the
investigation.

In 2022, the Government of Ukraine had
the opportunity to answer the questions of
the members of the UN Committee regarding
the implementation of the Convention and
overcoming systemic problems in the field of
ensuring children’s rights in Ukraine [17].

The main issues of interest to the
Committee concerned the measures taken by
Ukraine to protect the rights of children in
the temporarily occupied territories, children
of internally displaced persons, children of
Roma nationality, and special attention was
paid to the issue of implementing child-
friendly justice [17]. The Committee positively
noted Ukraine’s initiative to create Barnahus
centers, which currently exist in Vinnytsia
Oblast, Mykolaiv and Ternopil, and members
of the Committee emphasized the need for the
systematic development of Barnahus centers
and the creation in them of opportunities for
children who suffered as a result of war actions,
assistance and services for rehabilitation, and
the Committee expressed a special hope for the
consolidation of the operation of «Barnachus»
centers at the level of law [17].

On August 30, 2022, for the first time in 10
years, Ukraine reported to the UN Committee
on the Rights of the Child in Geneva on the
implementation of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child. 34 Ukrainian and international
non-governmental organizations prepared
additional  information (Supplementary
Report) to the «Alternative Report on Ukraine’s
Compliance with the Provisions of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child for the
period from 2011 to 2020», submitted in 2020
[18]. The Annex to the Alternative Report
consists of the following sections: killing and
mutilation of children; recruitment and use of
children; humanitarian help; imprisonment;
abduction of children; education; evacuation;
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unaccompanied children; attempts to deprive
children of citizenship; deinstitutionalization;
children with disabilities; special issues related
to Roma children [18].

Conclusions
The Committee on the Rights of the Child
is one of the elements of the international
mechanism for the protection of children’s
rights. The relevant activities of the Committee
on the Rights of the Child are included in its
biennial report to the General Assembly in the
form of a summary of the facts.
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POADb KOMITETY 3 ITPAB AUTHHHU
Y MIZKHAPOZHOMY MEXAHI3MI
3AXHCTY ITPAB AIOAUHHU
CratTio npucssueno poAi Komirery 3 npas
AUTUHH Y MLKHAPOJAHOMY MEXaHI3MI 3aXHCTY
IpaB AIOAMHU. 3a3HadaeTbcA, mo Kowirer i3
npas JUTUHH HAJIA€HUH TaKHMH IIOBHOBA-
JKEHHSIMU: PO3TAAA NEPIOJUYHUX JOIOBigeH
JA€p;KaB-y9aCHUIb IIPO BKUTI HUMH 3aXO/JH
IO peaaisanii nmoAokens KonseHnii npo npa-
BA JUTHHU; PO3TAsA/ IOBIJOMAEHDb OJHIET gep-
JKABU-YY9ACHUIN IIOAO 1HIIOI MPO HOPYIIEHHSA
OCTAaHHBOIO TOAOKEeHb KoHBeHIl; po3radag
HOBIZOMAEHBb (PI3UYHHUX OCIO PO MOPYIIEHHS
JA€PrKABOIO-YIACHHUIIEIO iX IIPaB, IO 3aKPIiIIAeH]
y KoHBeHwii; 3acTOCYBaHHS POLEAYPH PO3CAI-
AYBAaHHA 32 BAACHOIO IHIIIIATUBOIO IIPU OTpPH-
MaHHI JOCTOBIpHOI iIHpOpMaIiii Mpo cepiiosHi 1
CHCTEMATHYHI IOPYIIEHH:A JepKaBOIO-yJacHU-
Lje1o mpas 3akpinaeHux y Konsenmnii.
3asnavaerncs, mo Komirer 3 npas AuTHHI
€ OJHHUM 3 €ACMEHTIB MIKHAPOJHOIO MEXaHi3-
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MY 3aXHCTy IIpaB AIOAUHHU Ta MIAKPECAIOEThCA,
10 HOr0 POAB € BaKAMBOIO B 3aXHCTI IIpaB Ai-
Tell — TpoMajsaH YKpaiHu, Akl 6yAH BHBe3eHI
POCI€IO 3 TUMYACOBO OKYIIOBAHUX HEIO TEPUTO-
piii, a TAKOK IIpaB AiTeil — TpoMaJsiH YKpaiHu,
AKI 11epebyBaloTh Ha TUMYACOBO OKYIIOBAHHUX
poci€lo TepUTOpiAX YKpaiHu.

3a3HavaeTbcA, Mo 3a 3rogoo pocii Komi-
TEeT Mir 6M IPOBOJHMTHU PO3CAIZYBAaHHA Ha Il
TEPUTOPIl Ta THMYACOBO OKYIOBAHUX POCIEIO
TEPUTOPIAX YKpaiHH, are POCis TAKOTO J03BO-
Ay HE Ha/a€, YUM CTBOPIOE IEPEIIOHH B ePeK-
TuBHIi po6oti Komirery. ¥ 2022 poui Komirer
3BEPHYBCA 13 3aABOIO, Y fAKIH BUMarae Bij po-
Cii IPUIIMHUTH BOEHHI A1l Ta BUKOHYBAaTH CBOI
3060B’A3aHHA MOJ0 3aXUCTYy AiTelt Bijg Piznd-
HOTO 1 IICHXOAOTTYHOT'O HACUABCTBA.

Takox Ykpaina criBnpanioe 3 Komiterom 3
IIUTAaHHA BAKHTUX YKPAiHOIO 3aXO041B IOJO 3a-
XHCTy IIpaB JiTed HAa THMYACOBO OKYIIOBAHUX
POCIEI0 TEPHUTOPIAX, AITel BHYTPINIHLO IEpe-
MileHux ocif, Aitell poOMCbKOI HAITIOHAABHOCTI.
Takox ysara KowmireTy 30ocepes:keHa Ha BIIpO-
Ba/ KEHHI B YKpaiHi I0CTULI, APYKHBOI 40 AU-
THUHHU, epEeKTUBHOIO MEXaHI3My peaaisarii rpa-
Ba JITell Ha OCBITY, y TOMY YHCAl — AITE€H 3 0CO-
6AMBHMH OCBITHIMU 1TOTpe6aMu, epeKTHBHOCTI
PYHKIIIOHYBaHHA YTIOBHOBAKEHOTO BepxoBHOI
Pagu Yxkpainu 3 npas AIOAUHH, HagaHHA Aep-
/KABOIO PECYPCIB JASA CTANOTO PYHKI[IOHYBAHHS
itoro Odicy B repio MoBHOMACITa6GHOTO BTOP-
THEHHS Pocii Ha TEPUTOPIIO YKpaiHu.

Bignosigna gisapHicTe KomirteTy i3 mpas
AUTHHU BKAIOYAETHCA A0 Horo gomosigl Ie-
HepaAbHINH AcaMbAei, Mo nojaeTscs pas3 Ha 2
POKH, Y BUTASIAL KOPOTKOT'O BUKAAAY (PaKTIB.

KarouoBi caoBa: npaBa JAUTHHH, 3aXHCT
Ipas AUTHHH, MDKHApPOAHHH MeXaHI3M 3a-
XHCTY TIpaB AloguHH, KomireT 3 nmpas gutnnm,
OCBiTa, IPaBO HA OCBITH, AITH 3 OCOOAMBUMH
OCBITHIMH TOTpe6aMu, THUMYacoBa OKYyIaliis,
3abe3revyeH s Ipas JUTHHH.




